
Replacing Ards Borough Council
and North Down Brough Council, 
Ards and North Down Borough 
Council was formed in April 2015. 

It is made up of seven district 
electoral areas; Ards Peninsula, 
Bangor Central, Bangor East and 
Donaghadee, Bangor West, 
Comber, Holywood and Clandeboye 
and Newtownards. Each district has 
between five and seven seats, all 
adding up to a total of forty seats.

Currently these forty seats are 
spready across seven political 
parties; DUP, Alliance, UUP, Green, 
Independent, SDLP and TUV. 

These members provide leadership 
and oversea the day to day running 
of the council, representing the 
interests of the people across the 
area. 

RIYPLD Project kicks off online   

Our RIYPLD Erasmus+ Youth 
Project kicked off in December 
2020. We launched the meeting 
with an overview of the Erasmus+ 
Programme 2013-2020 from our 
CEO, Alison Blayney.

The Erasmus+ is the European 
Union Programme for Education, 
training and sport. Running for 7 
years, Erasmus+ aims to 
modernise education, training and 
youth work across Europe. Our
Erasmus+ Youth Project is a Yeh
Action 3 Project which provides 
structured youth dialogue.

After Alison introduced the group 
to Erasmus+ we got stuck in to the 
project by first exploring; What is 

Politics and what is political 
activity? The group threw out 
answers such as; elections, voting, 
confusing, systems, conflicts, 
boring media, government, polices, 
lies, frustration and more! These
answers opened up the 
conversation and the group began 
to engage in good quality dialogue.

In our first session we also 
explored, what is lobbying? 
Lobbying is a form of advocacy 
with the intention of influencing 
decisions made by the 
government. This allowed the 
group to discuss what local issues
where important to them and what 
issues we could ask our local 
council about.  
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What do you know
about your local 
council?



Do you know who 
your local 
Councillors are?

The pandemic can be viewed as a 
great opportunity to go green, for 
instance a whole political movement 
has emerged this year, advocating for 
new green measures.

In response to the pandemic, the local 
council could capitalise on green 
spaces in the Borough. With 
individuals spending much time 
indoors and often alone, the council 
could incentivise getting outdoors for 
exercise and mental health benefits 
(bearing in mind social distancing and 
other rules). 

There have been widespread efforts 
by local authorities to promote 
cycling, for instance creating new 
cycle lanes, as traffic has often been 
dramatically reduced 

Unfortunately early lockdown 
hindered outdoor exercise, with many 
individuals critical of the government’s 
measures. There was more recent 
criticism recently of our own police 
service, in connection with numbers 
around Helens Bay swimming.

In light of the above and bearing in 
mind that North Down has a low 
population density, should the council 
not be doing more to encourage 
green activity? Particularly as the 
current lockdown continues to be 
extended and the devastating effects 
on the economy as well as mental 
health continue.

Carrying out the furlough support to 
workers was an unprecedented step 
by the government and perhaps we 
need more bold measures in 
response to the crisis. 

Examples could include creating more 
cycle lanes and promoting public 
transport to reduce the volume of 
traffic. The council could encourage 
outdoor activities, for instance offering 
vouchers to incentivise playing golf or 
fishing. It could carry out further 
improvements along the coast to 
encourage swimming or paddle 
boarding. Brompton offers an obvious 
chance to build on the minimal 
facilities. 

Making Ards and North Down 
Greener
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By Patrick Welsh

What to share 
your views?

Do you want to share your
views on something which is 
affecting your life? Or is there 
something you think the world 
needs to know? Why not write
an article for our RIYPLD 
Newsletter. Each issue we’ll 
give an opportunity for two 
young people to speak up and 
share an issue which is 
important to them.

To get involved email: 
evan@kilcooleywomenscentre.co.uk
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Bangor is beautiful. An undeniable fact. The 
area engulfing the town I have always called 
home is magnificent, and if you disagree 
then I encourage you to take a walk through 
Castle Park, along the coast at Strickland’s 
glen or climb the hills at the lead mines of 
Conlig. Whilst on such an excursion, I implore 
you to stop, take in the scenery, breathe the 
air around you and enjoy some of the 
spectacular scenery available. Bangor, a 
town, which is encompassed by such an 
amazing environment should live up to those 
same standards. In comparison, present 
Bangor may have a lot to be desired, but in 
the future, this is how Bangor can become 
the top tier township it was always meant to 
be, through the eyes of people who will be 
living it’s future.

I’ve lived here for 19 years now and when I 
look among my peers, I’m constantly blown 
away by the awe-inspiring artistic talent the 
young people of Bangor have to offer. The 
town is bursting to the brim with prospect 
musicians, actors, photographers and 
painters. An unfortunate fact of life is many 
people with vast amounts of talents don’t 
pursue these careers because of fears of the 
instability they can potentially provide and 
the pressures from their parents, elders and 
other peers. Too many people dismiss the 
arts as a valid career in favour of the 
traditional jobs. A dismissal that comes with 
a certain level of irony as many of these 
people enjoy TV, movies and music in their 
spare time. We should be encouraging 
people with these talents to chase careers in 
their preferred field and we should therefore 
be pushing more people down this path. It is 

the artistically gifted among us who can 
make Bangor a bright and vibrant seaside 
town. To do this we need to better publicise 
the artists of Bangor, make them more 
visible to the public and bring awareness to 
their work. Art can bring people together and 
with the right amount of funding and support 
in the Bangor area, it can create an even 
stronger sense of community.

For the musicians out there, we should 
encourage them to put themselves in the 
public eye more. Host more local music 
events. The bandstand space in Ward Park is 
scarcely used except for August during the 
Open House festival and I would love to see 
this space used more often for local events 
because right now, outside of schools, 
opportunities can be hard to come by for 
those with a gift in music. In fact, I would 
love to see Bangor seize the opportunity to 
become the music centre of Northern 
Ireland. The fields of Ward Park are too good 
a venue space to only be used once every 7 
years for an event headlined by Snow Patrol, 
despite how brilliant they are . It could easily 
be used for a summer festival. Similarly, the 
space next to McKey clock has more live 
music potential than is currently recognised. 
If Bangor can become the central music hub 
in Northern Ireland, we can attract a lot more 
people from outside the town which would 
help more young musicians get noticed and 
bolster local business and I’m sure we can all 
agree that this would greatly benefit the 
town.

There are also a great many people talented 
in a more traditional art. Those who are 
more comfortable with a pen or paintbrush 
as opposed to piano. Project 24 is great. An 
underrated gem hidden right in the centre of 
town. To better utilise the publicity 
opportunities Project provides, it would be 
awesome to see a town square built around 
it. The construction of shops and businesses 
around the colourful cargo crates would be 
an unique addition to Bangor, unlike almost 
every other town. A symbol of a town built 
around creativity and community.

Another way to utilise the artistic ability of 
the population would be more community 
art projects. Bright and vibrant wall murals 
with community inspired imagery, such as 
the Ward Park 3 painting on Queen’s Parade. 
These can add life in areas that are more dull 
and grey than they should be. On top of this 
it would be great to see more galleries pop 
up across Bangor. For artists to be noticed, 
art spots should be in more frequented 
places such as shopping centres, 
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the North Down Museum and the train 
station (mimicking Lanyon Place station in 
Belfast). Another way to utilise the artistic 
ability of the population would be more 
community art projects. Bright and vibrant 
wall murals with community inspired 
imagery, such as the Ward Park 3 painting 
on Queen’s Parade. These can add life in 
areas that are more dull and grey than they 
should be. On top of this it would be great 
to see more galleries pop up across Bangor. 
For artists to be noticed, art spots should be 
in more frequented places such as shopping 
centres, the North Down Museum and the 
train station (mimicking Lanyon Place 
station in Belfast). With more galleries 
popping up the council could introduce an 
“art trail” for people to do, this could also 
bring more people to Bangor but more 
importantly it would give aspiring artists a 
chance for recognition. An “art trail” would 
bring light to the neglected arts spaces that 
already exist. Increased visibility for our 
artists carries a great significance as it gives 
both purpose and meaning to their work.

Lastly, I would like the future of Bangor to 
be driven upon the development of those 
who will shape it. Young people. I have been 
fortunate in that I’ve had opportunities to 
perform in front of over one thousand 
people, to gather with 45,000 people from 
around the world in one place, to share my 
thoughts and views through a newspaper. 
This is because I was lucky enough to have a 
support network of family, friends and 
youth organisations that both believed and 
cared for me. Not every young person has 
had these opportunities however. With 
increased funding and support to youth and 
social workers and organisations, Bangor 
can develop and fulfil the potential of more 
and more people. After all, it's people who 
pave the future, and if we want Bangor to 
have a better and brighter future, then we 
must help as many people as possible reach 
their maximum potential.
To summarise what I’m trying to say, the 
future of Bangor that I envision is one which 
recognises its own strengths. A Bangor 
which becomes a vibrant community along 
the coast. The ideal seaside town it was 
always meant to be. Projects and 
organisations like the Open House Festival, 
Boom Studios and Seaside Revival are a 
really great start for this future, let's get 
behind these kinds of projects more and 
make Bangor a town of music, art and 
community. A town to be proud to call 
home.

By Jack McKinnell



Up next on the RIYPLD Project we
are going to explore our next level
of government by looking at 
Members of Legislative Assembly or 
MLAs as they are more commonly 
known!

We are very excited to be joined by
Rachel Woods MLA, who is joining
us from the Green Party. Rachel 
currently sits on the justice 
committee and we hope she will 
provide us with a real insight into 
how the assembly works and in 
particular just how the committees 
work. Members of the group will 
also have the opportunity to ask 
Rachel burning questions about 
issues that are important to them, 
the role of an MLA and how 
decisions are made in Stormont.

Up next… Councillor Alistair Cathcart 
joined the RIYLPD Project!

Ards and North Down Borough
Councillor, Alistair Cathcart joined 
the RIYPLD participants during their 
second session of module one. 
Alistair provided the group with a 
really insightful and engaging 
overview of council level politics and 
how he got involved. After Alistair 
introduced himself and gave 
everyone an overview of how the 
council works, he answered 
questions which had been brought 
up as important issues by the group 
the previous week.

These issues included; Party politics 
and how they impact on local 
council level, how to make Ards and 
North Down greener in terms of 
parks and recreational activities, 
pay rises among MLAs and MPs, 
electric cars and the availability of 
charging points across the council 

area, super councils, monthly bin 
collections and the rational behind 
this, and finally high street shopping 
and how we can draw more people 
to our town centres. 

Councillor Cathcart really impressed 
the group by his openness and 
transparency when it came to his 
answers to the questions. It was 
clear that he is committed to his 
constituents   
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